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AMERICA IN TRAHSITIONs=SOHE REFLECTIONS 
ANNCR: NEWS ANALYST FRED GALYA!! REFLECTS ON SOME ASPFCTS OF 
THE FORD-CARTER TRAUSITION PERION. 
VOICE: FOR THE PAST TWO DAYS, THIS NATION'S ATTENTION HAS BEEN 
FOCUSSED ON WASHINGTON WHERE PRESIDENT FORD AND PRESIDENT-ELECT 
CARTER HAVE MET. AND THE IMPRESSION GOT!i MEN HAVE LEFT ON THEIR 
FELLOW-COUNTRYHEN IS THAT THIS TRANSITION FROM A REPUBLICAN TO 
A DEMOCRATIC ADMIHISTRATIO: MAY ‘ELL GO DOW:' IN HISTORY AS ONE 
OF THE SMOOTHEST ON RECORD. 

THAT THIS SHOULD HAPPEN AT THIS JUNCTURE IN AMERICA'S 
HISTORY IN IFTSELF IS SOMETHING OF A TRIIMPH FOR SOTH MEN DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED, FOR, AS THE NEW YORK TIMES’ VETERAN VASHINGTON 
REPORTER HEDRICK SHITH POTHTS OUT: "AFTSR THE TRAUMAS OF THE 
VIETHAI! YAR AND YATCRGATE, PRESTIDE:T FORD'S CALM, CORDIAL 
RECEPTIN# AT THE HITE HOUSE FOR JIMMY CARTER WAS ALMOST 
ANTICLINACTIC, A SYMBOL OF AMERICAN POLITICS RETURNED TO NORMAL." 

THERE HAV BEEN OTHFR TRANSITIONS, SOME MORE CORDIAL THA?! 
OTHERS, BUT IT IS FAIR TO SAY NONE AS FRIENDLY AND WARM AS 
THIS ONE, BUT LOOKING BACK OVER THOSE TRANSFERS OF POWER, 

THERE 15 A COMMON THREAD THAT RAN THROUGH THEM--A THREAD 
EVIDENTIN THIS ONE, TOO. IT TS THAT THE INCUMBENT PRESIDENT 
HAS PASSED ON TO HIS SUCCESSOR FOREIGN POLICIES AND PROBLEMS 
WITH WHICH THE NEW WHITE HOUSE OCCUPA;!IT HAS HAD TO DEAL ON A 
SHORT-RANGE AND LONG-RANGE S3ASIS. 

FOR EXAMPLE, PRESIDENT TRUHAI' PASSED ON TO PRESIDENT 
EISENHOWER THE IMMEDIATE PROSLEM OF THE FIGHTING IN THE 
KOREAN WAR=-ONE WHICH MISTER EISENHOYER WAS ABLE TO RESOLVE 


WITHIN A RELATIVELY SHORT TIME. AT THE SAME TIMF, MISTER 
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TRUMAN PROVIDED HIS SUCCESSOR WITH THE BEGINNINGS OF A HETWORK 


OF AMERICAN ALLIANCES WHICH ZHDOURE TO THIS DAY--THE NORTH ATLANTIC 
TREATY ORGANIZATION AND THE RIO TREATY FOR WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE SECURITY. PRESIDENT KENNEDY INHERITED FRO! PRESIDENT 
EISENHOWER THE JOR OF CONTINUZD STRENGTHENING OF THAT ALLIANCE 
AND OF COMMITMENTS TO AMERICA'S FRIENDS IN ASIA, THE HIDDLE EAST, 
AND LATIN AMERICA, 
IN THE KENHEDY ERA, AMERICA EMERGED STRENGTHENED FROM THE 
CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS AND THE CONFRONTATION ITH THE SOVIET 
UNTO, THE JOHNSON ERA, WIT:! THE ESCALATED VIETNAM WAR, CUT 
GREAT ADVANCES IM CIVIL RIGHTS LED INTO THE NIXON ERA OF SEEKING 
BETTER RELATIONS tITH MOSCOM AND PEKING. PRESIDENT FORD INHERITED 
THE FRAMEWORK FOR THOSE POLICICS FROM HIS PREDECESSOR ‘HO WAS 
FORCED OUT OF OFFICE BY WATERGATE, COPT) AND MISTER FORD HAS CARRIFD 
FORWARD THE POTENTIAL FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH PEKING AND 
ENHAHCED PROSPECTS FOR IMPROVED TIES WITH MOSCOl\! THROUGH THE 
STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENTS, WHICH HOY MUST WAIT FOR 
MISTER CARTER*S ADMINISTRATION TO MOVE AHEAD EVEN HORE. CEND OPT) 
WHAT THESE PERIODS OF TRANSITION HAVE DEMONSTRATED IS THAT 
REGARDLESS OF HHO WINS AN ELECTION IN AMERICA, THE NATION UNITES 
BEHIND ITS LEADERS, PARTICULARLY WHEN IT COMES TO FORFIGII POLICY. 
AS TO THIS TRANSITION, PRESIDCHT-ELECT CARTER PUT HIS FINGER ON 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ITS CIVILITY “HE'S HE SAID: "TF BELIEVE THAT 
THE TRANSITION WILL BE ONE WHICH '!ILL BE CONDUCIVE TO PEACE 
IN OUR OWN NATION AND PEACE AROUND THE ''ORLD." AND PRESIDENT 
FORD, REITERATING HIS PLEDGE OF TOTAL COOPERATION, IMPLIED 
THIS STEMS FROM HIS CONVICTION THAT “WE ARE ALL INTERESTED IN 


WHAT IS BEST FOR THE UNITED STATES," THE WORDS OF THE TWO MEN 
EXEMPLIFY THE RESILIENCE OF THE AMERICAN SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT, 
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